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Most Fridays, the DRIVING
FOR CHANGE bus visits Gillett
Square offering
a range of services, including
a loo, showers and medical
check-ups.

With the winter behind us. Let us enjoy the signs of spring, milder weather, lighter nights, spring flowers and
lastly but not least, Easter!
You can find this newsletter and our others online at www.hcd.coop
I have three things I want to share with you:
Our Dalston Works Project is due to be completed by the middle of June 2022. We look forward to opening
the building and working together with our stakeholders to create an inclusive local economy.
The purpose of the refurbishment is clear. It will support community wealth building by providing affordable
workspaces to small local businesses, social enterprises and community based organisations.
The building features:
·

23 newly refurbished spaces

·

Meeting facilities

·

10 Re-provided retail spaces

·

7 new workspaces

·

1 Shared covered terrace suitable for meetings, events and hangout

·

A refurbished Victorian building

The increase in energy prices requires all our attention. We encourage our tenants and users of our building
to look at some useful guidelines for energy efficiency Energy Advice (DECC | UK National Energy Efficiency
Action Plan - GOV.UK)
HCD’s governing body, the General Council, is currently reviewing our membership categories. No new
applications will be considered until the review is completed. We thank you for your interest.
Wishing you a beautiful Easter weekend with your family, plenty of chocolate and the beauty of spring all
around you.
Anthonia Onigbode
HCD Chief Operations & Financial Officer

The Chancelor’s Spring Statement

The recent statement from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi Sunak set out the government’s economic
policy for the months ahead. This brings uncertainty and financial pressure for many with rising energy costs
and prices climbing ever higher.
Locality has produced a briefing setting out what was announced in the Spring Statement. This includes:
Measures to support households through the cost of living crisis;
Measures to support businesses
And longer term tax plans.
Download the briefing
https://locality.cmail19.com/t/d-l-fxiiud-irlyjhurkr-r/
Rishi Sunak rightly said people want security in these testing times. But to truly feel secure, people want to
know their community will be there to help them.
Community organisations have spent the last two years on the front line of the response to Covid. We are now
facing new demands. The cost-of-living crisis continues to see food, energy and other bills skyrocket.
Locality’s Navigating the Storm report shows the extraordinary resilience of community organisations.
To help community organisations do even more, the government should make leveling up funding more flexible
and decentralised. Then we can truly put communities in charge.

Digital Inclusion is part of social inclusion

HCD’s digital health hub has built confidence for community members to develop understanding and
positivity around health issues. The mix of roles between helping people access online information and
listening to people about their conditions supports wellbeing.
Our basic digital skills and assisted digital project addresses the needs of those of us who are socially
and digitally excluded. This helped those with no digital skills and experiencing data poverty. These needs
were especially high during the lockdowns, where almost all services were online. HCD secured devices
and data which were distributed to over 100 people. This was supplemented with digital skills training
and provided assisted digital to access public services and opportunities to socialise online.
The “Into Work” project recruited 53 people experiencing long-term unemployment. Over 80% of this
cohort reported a substantial improvement in their confidence and motivation. Over half progressed to
further training. Around a quarter of this cohort secured a job, with a further 15% doing volunteering and
work placements.
For more information on this really important work, contact Bekele Teklu on 020 3875 9336 or 07958
681067, email: b.teklu@hcd.coop or support@hcd.coop

Support for co-ops and social entrepreneurs
We are always happy to support existing social enterprises and co-operatives to flourish. Currently we are supporting 9
cooperatives to start up.
If you have an idea that will change the world, contact Douglas Racionzer: d.racionzer@hcd.coop
For inspiration, go to www.seethicsplaybook.weebly.com
For funding opportunities, go to www.fundingopportunities.weebly.com
For getting referrals to build your business, join our fortnightly networking sessions run through the Brickless
Cooperative.

Copy his link to book your place: http://www.uk.coop/workerweekend
Should you need some financial support to come, email Sion at comms@solidfund.coop to apply for a bursary of up to £175
(the full 3-day ticket for camping is £100 including meals etc, plus up to £75 to help with travel costs.

Free Social Enterprise Start-Up Training Programme
The Cooperative Assistance Network is delighted to announce that we'll be delivering a 10 session Social Enterprise Startup course in person. If you, or anyone you know, are interested in developing your knowledge and skills to launch or
strengthen an emerging social enterprise, this free course, starting on Tuesday 26th April in Southampton, is for you.
Included on the course:
10 training days provided by qualified trainers with substantial experience of setting up and running successful social
enterprises
Free licenses to use planning and budgeting tools
One-to-one advice
Referrals into funding, trading and support opportunities
Book your free place from this link
Or: email fiona@assist.coop
To enquire about content, or discuss learning needs please contact: chris@assist.coop

eBay for Change
SEUK in partnership with eBay & WFTO is leading a new programme designed to accelerate the growth of the social
enterprise sector in the UK which is an incredibly exciting opportunity for social enterprises looking to grow their
businesses online.
The 12 month programme, eBay for Change, was launched in May 2021 and it now has close to 100 social enterprises
selling on ebay.co.uk.
SEUK is now looking to invite more social enterprises to join the programme this year. There will be two programme
intakes, the first starting in May and the second in September - applications for both intakes are now open.
Get in touch: pressoffice@ebay.com

Invest in Hackney

Link up with Hackney Business Network to find out information to assist businesses trading
in Hackney or thinking of moving into Hackney.
www.hackneybusinessnetwork.co.uk

Workspaces and Units to Let
AVAILABLE MAY 2022 - London N1 5AA
B1 - office on the ground floor, 1620 Square Feet
Annual Rent £45,360 Service Charge £3/Per Sq. Ft

From June 2022, Bradbury works will be completed. The
refurbished building will have the following features:
· Affordable units from 115-762 square feet. Prices from £23.50/
per sq. ft
· Meeting & event spaces
· Fully refurbished with internet access
· Flexible terms & 24 hour access
· On-site business support & business incubators
· Centre Administrator
· Mailing Services
· Security & CCTV
· Internal bike storage
· Showers
In addition to Bradbury Works, HCD has available co-working Desk
space located at Woodberry Down, London N4 2TG. The desk spaces
are available from £10 per day.
For more information visit our website: http://hced.co.uk/premises
page, where we advertise all our vacant premises.
Or contact the property team at property@hcd.coop, 020 3875
9350 or info@hcd.coop, 020 3875 9339.

Are you - or someone you know sleeping rough?
Contact City & Hackney Rough Sleeping Drug and Alcohol Treatment Team:
Contact Ronald. Tel: 07977 941 599. E-mail: Ronald.Bell@turning-point.co.uk.

ZoOM! Bike Project

On Thursday afternoons, the ZoOm Bike Project offers free bike maintenance, swop and repair.
Support us by volunteering.
Send an email to: info@hcd.coop

Ridley Road Stories Part 3 - Community Exhibition
This a participatory arts and community engagement project with the African and Caribbean Communities from Gillett Square and
Ridley Road in Hackney
Download
https://www.gofundme.com/f/ridley-road-stories-part-3-community-exhibition

